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Wrapping up your house painting job shouldn’t be difficult 
if you took care choosing a contractor, kept an eye on the 
crew and workmanship, and, for interiors, checked a painted 
wall in each room against your preferred fabric for that room. 
Be reasonable about any serious and unforeseen personal 
or climatic events that push the finish date beyond what was 
contracted. Look at moving back in as part of the creative 
process. While you’re waiting the last few days as the painters 
finalize the job, think about whether you want to add to the 
“new” feeling by making a few simple changes.

Your Paint Job: The Grand Finale

1. Inspection: Assuming you caught any wobbly lines or 
skipped patches as you went along, the main thing to 
inspect as the plastic drapes come off is whether speckles 
or patches of the wrong paint got onto a nearby surface. 
Have the crew clean off unwanted colors from most hard 
surfaces inside or out. Warm water and a sponge often 
remove any speckles from cloth. If it’s not a washable 
fabric, it may have to be professionally cleaned.

Your contract can include a 10-day hold-back of $200 to $300 
to allow you time to really look at the workmanship more 
carefully than was possible when the crew was there. Don’t 
rehang artwork on any walls that need touch-ups.

2. Paint storage: Have the crew put a dime-sized dot of 
paint color on the appropriate can lid and label the can 
very specifically, like “Kyle BR accent wall,” or “Kyle BR 
window trim.” If space permits, group the paints for each 
room in a separate box. Write the room name on the 
side of the box that faces out. Call your fire department 
or recycling center to find out the safest storage for your 
climate. Tightly sealed paint often keeps remarkably well 
for several years.

Keeping the remainders can save you much time and 
consternation if a wall gets marred or damaged down the 
road. The color can be matched, too, if you don’t have enough 
color to repaint an entire wall. Be aware that paint colors on 
the wall fade, so if you touch up paint four years down the 
road, you may have to repaint the whole wall.

Guide to Finishing House Painting



Guide to Painting Creativity         © 2014 ImprovementCenter.com

ImprovementCenter.comNeed help? Visit www.improvementcenter.com or call 866-924-4696. Need help? Visit www.improvementcenter.com or call 866-924-4696. 3

3. Re-design interiors: Sort through the inside belongings 
that were moved -- books, music, clothing, dated lamps, 
toys -- and have a garage sale or donate them to charity. 
Paring down will make spaces look bigger and allow room 
for new items. Consider a different layout for the sofa, 
TV, piano, sound system, and bookcases, putting them on 
different walls than where they were before painting. Or 
place the furniture in any room, including a bed or two, 
on the diagonal. Regroup artwork on different walls, for 
example, trying two small, different-sized pieces with one 
larger piece. Switch artwork from room to room. Swap the 
kids’ bedrooms, though this decision should come before 
painting so the colors are correct.

4. Re-do the exterior: If you painted outside walls or siding, 
you can even make changes in the yard, like putting the 
bird bath where you can see it from the dining room or 
home office, or rearranging your patio furniture. Tear 
out shrubs that overwhelmed the space and replace with 
smaller plants that have colorful leaves, growth patterns or 
flowers.

Many people these days are staying put and investing in 
remodeling or redesigning their homes. Choosing new 
colors, having fresh paint applied, discarding unused items, 
and rearranging furniture and belongings can be like getting 
a new home at a small fraction of the work and expense. 
The payoffs in increased beauty and the comforts of a 
familiar neighborhood make this a great time to repaint and 
redecorate your house. 


